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THE SUNDAY SCHOOL

FRUIT FROM PRAYER.

TOPIC FOR SUNDAY,
Fruit From

DECEMBER
the Prayer

b: Golden

Life, Hebrews 4:14-16; 11:6.
Daily Readings.

Monday: Peace. Philippians 4:6-
8.

Tuesday: Praise. Acts 16:25,

Wednesday: Power. Mark 11:20-
26,

Thursday: Trustfulness. Matthew
11:25-30,

Friday: Transformation. Matthew
17:1-8.

Saturday: Divine characteristics
Galatians 5:22-26,

as a kind of academie
that prayer is heard, that it is
that its practice will bring

We know it,
trath,
urged,
henefits.

We need to know more of the mat-
ter as a practical fact. Iin the actual
bearing of the matter upon us in real
life.

The first practical fruit of genuine
prayer is serenity of mind. ‘The peace
of God that passes all understanding
comes into our hearts,

This is due to the fact that we have
unburdened our souls to Him. It
always relieves us in a measure when
we have told somebody our trouble,

In this case we have told it to one
whose heart is infinitely tender and
sympathetie, and whose hand we know
will be stretched out to bring us re-
lief.

Another practical fact about prayer
is that it draws us to God just as
much as it draws Him to us. Its re-
flex effect is more and more marked
as we use the privilege.

Another practical fact about it is
that we may be sure that if we do not
get just what we desire, we shall cer-
tainly get something just as good or
far better.

Sur Lord was tempted in all point
like us, yet without sin. Our pravers
to him, coming out of penitence and
confession, will appeal then to a lov-
ing heart that knows what
tions mean.

And even more than this. He ever
liveth to intercede for us. His prayers
are joined to ours, when we send ours
up, and so we shall be saved unto the
uttermost who go unto God by him.

So we may bhe very bold in prayer.
We come with boldness to the throne
of grace. A strong assurance is jus-
tified. It will not be arrogance, but
the justified hope of one who knows
whom he has believed,

The spirit of praver which the faith-
ful habit of prayer cultivates is the
best part of the whole matter. The
“spirit of grace and of supplications”
is a good thing to have. It arms one
beforehand. It makes one ready for
any occasion that comes,

It is the prayer life, not mere pray-
ing, that brings the most precious re-
sults. Solid fruit grows on long de-
veloping trees, not upon the mush-
room products of a night. Being in
the spirit of prayer always, it is the
life and not the act that gives us the
results,

Stated times for prayer will help to
produce this prayer life and its happy
results, times when we allow nothing
to interfere with our communion with
God, times that we regard as belonging
entirely to Him, times set anart for
astrengthening our souls by eontact
with divine power.

In addition to set times, the prayers
of the spirit-Ailled soul will rise toward
God continually through the day. The
habit of ‘‘ejaculatory prayer" fs a
good one to cultivate, Such prayera

tempia-

., made him to prosper.”

UVZZIAH'S PRIDE AND

MENT.

PUNISH-

December 35, 1915, 2 Chron, 20:8-10,
15-21.

Golden Text:
bring him low;
the

“A man's pride shall
but honor shall uphold
humble in

spirit.” Proverbs
20:23.
Shorter Catechism.

Q. 76. Which is the ninth com-
mandment?

A. The ninth commandment is,
Thou shalt not benr false witness
against thy neighbor.

Outline of the Lesson.
Another young king.
A long and prosperous reign.
A wise counsellor to guide him.
Helped of God in his public enter-
prises.

The kingdom greatly strengthened

nnd extended.

His heart unduly lifted up. he
usurped priestly functions.

He is punished with leprosy for

his sin, and remains a leper.

Study of the Lesson.

Place and Time: The scene is laid
entirely in Jerusalem. The time was
B. C. 806 to B. C. 755, one of Judah’s
longest reigns. Contemporaries of
Uzziah were Jeroboam the Second,
Zachariah, Shallum, Menahem, Peka-
hiah and Pekah, in the northern king-
dom.

Uzziah: The name is given as both
Azariah and Uzziah. Those who are
familiar with the Hebrew and its con-
sonantal method of writing will recog-
nize the almost exact likeness in let-
ters of the two words. Some, but
very few, think that the two are dis-
tinet names, though it was unusual for
more than one name to be given any
one person,

A King at SBixteen: Uzziah began
his long reign at the early age of six-
teen. With the exception of Joash,
Menasseh and Josiah, he was the
youngest man to sit on Judah’s throne,
He follows the unfortunate Amaziah,
who was vanquished by Joash of
Israel and ignominiously slain at
Tachish by conspirators from Jeru-
salem,

A Good Helper: A prophet named
Zechariah was of great help to Uzziah.
As long as the latter followed his
counsel he prospered. This was, of
course, an earlier Zachariah than the
one for whom a Bible book is named.
This prophet was a man of special
gifts and “had understanding in the
visions of God.”

A Better Helper Yet:
Uzziah's helper. Uzziah's very name
meant, “Jehovah hath given help.”
““As long as he sought the Lord, God
“God helped
him against the Philistines.” All his
victories and accomplishments were
through the Lord's presence with him.

Some of His Vietories: He van-
auished the Philistines and took their
cities. He conducted a successful cam-
paign against the Arabians. He re-
duced the Ammonites to tribute-pay-
ing. The borders of his kingdom were

God was

may rise from our soul anyvwhere and
at anv time. They will take us at
once, if genuine, into God's presence.

This divine comradeship. if we may
call it such, will make also a com-
radeship for us with our fellow bhe-
lievers that will help hoth them and
us. This will keep us from ever feel-
ing lonely or depressed;, Having a
friend, and friends, like-minded, sym-
pathetic, we shall journey on with joy
and hope, made glad In the Lord.

PRESBYTERIAN

OF THE SOUTH.
greatly extended, and the fear of him
fell upon the surrounding nations.

Some of His Works: He greatly
strengthened the fortifications of Jeru.
salem, building towers and walls. He
built towers in the desert and digged
many wells. He organized his army
effectively and equipped it thoroughly
with the best offensive and defensive
weapons. He stored up supplies of
implements of war. He fostered cun-
ning inventions of military enginery
for the towers and walls of his
fortresses.

Some of His Internal Improvements:
He fostered cattle raising, in the low
country and the plaing, and vine-
dressing in the mountains. He be-
came, as no king before him had been,
a great patron of husbandry, for, it
is saild, “He loved husbandry.” This
contributed greatly to strengthening
his people’s resources. Abundant sup-
plies maintained his people and his
army In comfort and security.

The Result: ‘“His name spread far
abroad; for he was marvelously help-
ed, till he was strong.” He increased
commerce and home production, his
wisdom of internal administration, his
victories over neighboring and tra-
ditional enemies, give him a great
name,

But Pride Overcame Him: He did
not make proper use of his prosperity,
but allowed it to lift him up in pride.
He did not recognize the fact that it
was of God that he had received his
greatness. He took all the credit to
himself, Thus elated, he thought noth-
ing was too great for him, nor any
men endowed with power or rights
that he could not share,

His Implous Act: And so he deter-
mined that even priestly functions
should not be above him. He, there-
forz, boldly invaded the very temple
itself, to burn incense upon the altar.
Eighty valiant priests withstood him,
and testified against his act, and re-
monstrated with him. Their opposi-
tion only enraged him. He was used
to having his own way. Seizing a
censor he rushed forward to perform
his impious aect.

Sudden Punishment: In his very
wrath and impiety, and before the
very altar itself, he was stricken of
God. The fell disease, lepiosy, wonl
to be developed but slowly, appeared
at once in his forehead, in the pres-
ence of all the priest, and horror-
stricken they thrust him out from
the sacred place, he himself hasten-
ing also to rush him, the vietim, mark-
ed of God, of his own sins.

The Lord's Act: It was God's pun-
ishment of the man. *‘‘The Lord had
smitten him."” He was hurled, as it
were, from the very pinnacle of his
fame to the lowest depth of .calamity
and disease, He gave not God glory
and disobeyed God and assumed for-
bidden functions. God had to deal
with him. :

Unto the Day of His Death: By the
hand of God he was cut off from the
house of the Lord, from association
with his fellow-men, from the very
dwellings of men. His son became
a kind of regent to administer the
affairs of state. There was no remedy,
Uzziah had gone too far. His pride
and conceit had tripped him up
utterly,

CHAPMAN-ALEXANDER MEETINGS
AT DAVIDSON.

October 12th-14th Dr. J. Wilbur
Chapman, the noted evangelist, and
Mr. Charles M, Alexzander, evangelis-
tic singer, conducted the evangelistic
campaign of the Young Men's Chrig-
tian Association of Davidson College.
They were assisted by Mr. Brown, the
soloist of the party; Mr. Barryclough,

the pianist; Dr. Rolston, of the First
church of Charlotte, and Mr. Tim

Pharr, of Union Seminary,

[ November 24, 1915

Preparation had been made for the
meetings in the groups of men who
met each night on the different floors
of the dormitories, and in a morning
prayer group made up of members of
the cabinet and those especially in-
terested in the work of the associa-
tion. About fifty men had been meet-
ing in three groups for the three
weeks previous to the meeting for the
purpose of studying a book on per-

Mary Baldwin

Seminary

FOR YOUNG LADIES.
S'ntm'mu. Vinainia.
Term September 9, 1915. Lo-
cnbed in the Shennndnsh Vallefv of Virginia,
Unsurpassed climate, beautiful grounds and
modern appointments. Students past ses-

sion from 33 States. Terms moderate.
Pupils enter any time. Send for catalogue.

MISS E. C. WEIMAR, Principal.

rI;('JI' Wedding wnd
Birthday Gifts —

“(ift Dept

\SYDNOR & HuNDLEYS
Via Bristol

AND THE

Norfolk & Western
Railway

The 8hort Line Between
NEW ORLEANS, BIRMINGHAM,
MEMPHIS, CHATTANOOGA.
KNOXAVILLE
AND
WABHINGTON, PHILADELPHIA,
NEW YORK

Bolid Train Bervice Dining Car
All informstion cheerfully furnished
W. B. BEVILL,
Passenger Traffic Manager
W. C. 8 UNDERS,
General Passenger Agents

How Many Steps to Your
Telephone?

An extension from yo r present teleohine
«0 the floor above to your hedrooni, deq 4 -r
wwing room—saves stair vl.unhu-te
and bother. It is a hlessing that the busy
housewife will appreciate every day in the
vear.

The service costs but 8 few cents a week.
No home should be =withont an extension

‘o
the Business Nifice today.

Comberland Tel. & Tel Co., Inc.
OUTHERN RAILWAY
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